DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
less, ill-clad and underfed; but his thin raincoat has been torn to
ribbons by the police.
Then I turn to my German newspapers and read mocking
and contemptuous articles about the way England treats her own
people. 'According to official statistics England has about
1,800,000 unemployed, who with their families form approxi-
mately a fifth of the population of Great Britain*, begins one such
article.
When these men try, by spectacular but still orderly methods,
to draw attention to their lot, the police are set at them*
I have been collecting cases from English newspapers during
two or three weeks. I have hundreds of them and meant to print
some here, but now, in writing, I have myself grown sick and
cannot go on. How is England to get out of this slough of des-
pond? The people themselves, after centuries of it, seem to have
lost the will or the wish to lift themselves above it, The forces
against them are too strong. But minds are stirring and surging
in the whole world, and because of these things, which you would
not mend, you are soon going to see a volcanic movement of
anger and despair in England,
What will happen then? I think I can tell you that too. The
same people who have sold the Czechs into serfdom, who are
trying to do the same with the Spaniards, who are allowing the
Jews to enter England in thousands, who find money and com-
passion and sanctuary for the Jews, will send soldiers with
machine-guns against their own kin. This is the inevitable
inference of all they have done in foreign policy. Why, if we are
so gravely behind in armaments, if we are in mortal danger from
some great power, did they sacrifice so valuable an ally as Czecho-
slovakia? Why are they sacrificing Spain?
Class-antagonism is the only possible answer, and these people
will be just as ruthless towards their own countrymen.
As I write, the Spanish tragedy seems at last to be finishing.
Perhaps this is wrong, perhaps Barcelona will prove to be another
Madrid, but it seems unlikely. After nearly three years the
Spanish people seem to have been forced to their knees by the
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